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"i for 1 as . CI 
ts. f 


L ON D ON: 
Printed for J. Buck L Au, at the Buck in Paterꝭ 
** MDCCL, 


- 
* 
- 


| uot? « in HDi) 
ADVERTISEMENT, 


| H E Author of this, and a foregoing Letter, 
Iintitled, Sacred Declarations, &c. apprehends, 1 


that preſenting to publick View the Divine Laws. 
(which forbid the · Sins committed by People) together 
with the Divine Declarations of deſtroying Jud ents, 
to be infficted on thoſe whe ſtubbornly Safe ch them, 
is a proper Means to bring the INHaBiTAN TS 185 
Cities and Country, to that Repentance, and Refor- 
mation, which are ſo much wanted. PORT. 
For by the Law is the Knowledg 


ale Knowledge of Sin, (Rom. ii. 
20.) i. e. the Knowledge of what is ſinful, to be re- 
pented of, and forſaken; and therefore it ought to 
be ſeriouſly read, and conſidered. © 

He apprehends, that this alſo may be a hippy 
Means of exciting Sinners to believe on the Lord 
Jeſus for obtaining Forgiveneſs, and Reconciliation 
with God. Wherefore (St. Paul ſays, Galas. iii. 24.) 

te Lam wwas pur Schoolmafter, to bring us unto.Ghrift, 
That we might be juſtified (that is from our Tranſgreſ- 
ſions of it) by Faith. - . 

And he hopes, that the Sui AR of the Divine 
Laws offered to Conſideration in theſe Letters, and 

3 comprehended in the Ten Commandments, will, with 
the ar be uſeful to People at all Times; 
uſeful not only-in Days of mg d Diſtreſs of 
Cities and Nations, but alſo in Times of publick 
Peace and Proſperity 3 and as ſuch he recommends ' J 
it to the Peruſal of all Men; and likewiſe hopes, that 

they who ſhall read it, will recommend it unto others, 
for their Good. 28 
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| IxhABTTAMTS of Loxpox and Wrsr- 
MINSTER, and all other Parts of 
GrEaT-BaITAIN, &c. 2 


200 HAVE in my former Letter con- 
8 lidered ſome of the Declarations of 
W the Holy God, concerning ſeven Sorts 
WE of Perſons ;- Declarations, which ſig- 
2 2 that he has appointed them for 
— ſuffering the fearful Effects of his 
Wrath it the Day of his Viſitation for Sin; and 
happy for them will it be, if they ſhall read; 
and | ſeriouſly conſider what has been related; and 
if they ſhall without Delay repent of their Sins, 
and by a. Faith unfeigned accept of Chriſt Jeſus, 
as their only Saviour, and join themſelves to the 
Lord in a perpetual Covenant, never to be for- 
gotten.: Then will their State be ſafe for Eternity, 
then, in what Manner ſoever, and whenever Death 
ſhall happen to them, their Entrance into. the invi- 
ſible World, the World of Spirits, and their Ap- 
pearance before the more immediate, and glorious 
Preſence of God will be moſt joyful : Then they will 
be admitted to an inexpreſſibly more full Enjoyment 
of our God and Saviour, than any Saints ever had 
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on Earth z then they will be in the Company, and 
min "Communion with the Patriarchs, and Prophets, 


and Apoſtles, and the Spirits of juſt Men made 
Perfect; thoſe happy Souls, who would not be 
again in this Vale of Tears, in this Wilderneſs of 


+ Snares, expos' d to Temptations, Dangers, and 
Troubles, for ten thouſand Worlds: And even as 


to this World, as ſoon as ever a Sinner is convinced 


of his guilty and miſerable Condition by Nature, 


and Practice, and thereupon repents and believes in 
the Lord Jefus, and is converted from his evil Ways, 


our merdful God is recoriiied to him, forgives all - | 


his Iniquities, adopts him. into the Number of his 
dear Children, and makes him an Heir of Heaven: 


The Almighty becomes his God in a Covenant Re- 


lation, and his Portion; and therefore, he may then 
have Peace, and .Joy, whatever Vials. af divine 
Wrath ſhall be poured out upon the Earth, for the 
Wickedneſs of thoſe who dwell in it. ; 
Such pious Perſons may be comforted, and fay 
with the Pfalmiſt, Pſal. xlvi. 1, &c. God is our Refuge 
and Strength, a very preſent Help in Trouble. There- 
iy will we not fear (tho* dreadful Earthquakes 

ppen, nay) though the Earth be removed, and tho" 
the Mountains be carried into the midſt of the Sea, 
though the Waters thereof roar and be troubled, though 
the Mountains ſhake with the Swelling thereof : There 


| is a River, the Streams whereof ſhall make glad the 


City of God (there are ſuch Communications 

Grace, Bleſſing, and Comfort, as ſhall make glad 
the Hearts of the Inhabitants of the City of God, 
the true Members of his Church) God is in the 


midſt of ber, ſhe ſhall not be moved, God ſhall help ber 


and that right early. The LORD of Hoſts is with 
us, the God of Jacob is our Refuge, 5 


6, 1 
4 "The Safety, the Comfort, and the Happineſs of 


- .thoſt, who through the divine Grace have an Intereſt 
in Chriſt, and which any others (who hitherto. re- 
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 nified by the foregoing 
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main impenitent, unbelieving, and diſobedient) may 
yet obtain, ſhould excite all Sorts of. Sinners to 1 
tend to whatever may be propoſed from the Word 
of God, in order to promote their Converſion to 
him, and excite them to fly from that fearful Wrath, 
which is coming apace on the Children of Diſobe- 


Indeed, they who have hitherto been regardleſs of 


| God, and of a Saviour, and negligent of the Con- 


cerns of their never-dying Souls, and have lived in 
the allowed Practice of Sin, may well reaſon thus 
with themſelves, viz. < Since there is a God, an 
« Holy, and a Mighty God; ſince theſe Scriptures 
ce called the BI BLE, contain the Declarations of his 
% Will, and fince in thoſe ſacred Scriptures are re- 
* corded not only Promiſes of Bleſſings to thoſe who 
ct os, on love, 7 ſerve the Lord ; but Att | 
« wl reatni heavy Judgments againſt va- 

„ riQus. SOR TS oft Polina, who ve in wilful Diſ- 
% obedience to his Laws, who provoke his Anger, 
and continue to do fo ; I will no longer be ftupid, 
t and thoughtleſs, but will read the Declarations of 
c the Rightcous God, and obſerve whether I am1n - 
* one or other of thoſe Sorts of Perſons, whom he 
has marked out for ſuffering Puniſhment in a time 
0 * Calamity, in the time when Multitudes 
% will be deſtroyed by divine Judgments: And 


2g now, O moſt merciful God, I humbly- beſeech 


* thee to help me to read thy Threatnings with 
« Attention, and do thou ſo impreſs my Mind by _ 
% thy holy Word, that I may not only know the 
&« Exils threatned againſt ſtubborn Tranſgreſſors of 
thy Laws, but be inclined, and enabled to follow 
* the Directions of thy Word, for gaining thy 
« Favour, and the Salvation I want“ | 
I wiſh that ſuch a Diſpoſition of Mind, as is ſig- - 
e was in every ir- 
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| religious Perſon; that ſhall take this Letter into his 
Hands. 

There are feveral Sorts of Perſons, who live in wilful 
Diſobedience to one or other of the fix laſt of the Ten 
Commandments, and who are Objects of tremend- 

cous Declarations upon Record in the Sacred Scrip- 

tures, and it greatly concerneth ſuch to conſider What 
the Lord hath ſpoken of them. 
"And therefore 1 proven. to take theſe. into Con- 

deration, viz. N f 


VIII. RrsETLious Per fons. Theſe : are abother 
Sort under the Threatnings of the Holy God. 


h Renz ien is a wilful Oppoſition to the Autho- 
rity, and lawful Commands of mrs, or ſpiritual, 
or civil Parents. 

It is God's Ordinance that pals Parents ſhall 
have Authority, and a Right of ruling, and com- 
manding their Children; and that thoſe whom God 
has ſet among his People as ſpiritual Guides, and 
Teachers of his Word, of his Doctrines and Pre- 
cepts, ſhall have Authority to inſtruct the People in, 
them, and to require them to believe his Doctrines, 
and to obey his Precepts; and likewiſe, it is the 
Will of God that Kings, and ſubordinate Magiſtrates, 
ſhall have Authority over their Subjects to Com- 
mand Obedience to thoſe Laws which are conſiſtent 
with the divine Precepts, and for the Good of the 
Community. - 

As to natural Parents, The Moral Law of God 
a Law in all Nations, and in all Ages of equal 
Force: This Law ſays, Honour thy Father and thy 
Mather, that | thy Days may be long upon the Land 
which, the Lord thy Ged giveth thee, Exod,” xx. 12. 

in-Epbeſ. vi. 1, 2, 3, it is written, Children obey 

our Parents in the Lord: For this is right. Honour 
5 Father and 2 Mother . which is the firſt Com- 


, manament 
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- mandment with Promiſe) that it may be well with 

. thee,” and that thou mayeſt live long on the Earth. © © 

The Honour, and Obedience, which God re- 
quires Children to render to their Parents, ſhou'd 
chearfully be performed by them, as a Part of that 
Conformity, which they owe to the divine Precepts, 
(God having appointed their Parents to be their 
Teachers, Guides, and Governors) and as ſome 
Return · (thoꝰ not equivalent) to the Obligations they 
are under for their Lives, their Maintenance, their 
Education, and for the tender Care of them under 
Sickneſſes, and other Afflictions, and Troubles, and 
for their Expenees, and Diligence to introduce them 
into a comfortable Way of Subſiſtence for them- 
ſelves, and new Families, when they are grows up 
to ſettle. in the World. | 
But if Children are refractory, and diſobedient, if 
they come to deſpiſe, and miſtreat their Parents, 
and inſtead of adminiftring Comfort to them, they 

bring Diſgrace upon them, and occaſion heart- 
breaking Sorrows, and Griefs unto them; they ſub- 
vert the Order, God has eſtabliſhed, they throw 
the Families to which they belong into Confuſion, 
they are found in the Number of the Rebellious, and 
. greatly provoke the Wrath of the e and 
are among rebellious Perſons, 

The alwiſe, and righteous God propounces fuch 
Children #ebe/lious, and commanded that they ſhou'd 
be put to death. In Deut. xxi. 18, 19. the ſupreme 
Lawgiver ſaid, If a Man has a ſtubborn, and rebellicus 
' Son, which will not obey the Voice of bis Father, or 
the Voice of bis Mother, and that when they have 
cbaſten' d him, will not  hearken unto tbem : Then ſhall 

bis Father and bis Mother lay bold on OW, and bring 
bim out unto the Elders of bis City,- and unte the Gates 
of bis Place: And they ſhall ſay"unto the Elders of bis 
City, This our Son ' is Pubborn, an rebellious, be will 
| 2. obey' our Voite, be is a Glutton;' 2 | 
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And all the Men of his City, ſhall Ane him with 
Stones, that be die: So ſbalt thoy put away Evil from 
among you, and all Iſreel ſpall bear, and fear. 

It appears from theſe Paſſages that a Courſe of * 
wilful Diſobedience to Parents, was by God's Ap- 


pointment a capital Crime, a Crime to be 
with Death : And that altho* the Puniſhment has 
not for many Ages been inflicted by Men, and 
Children on this Account are more fearleſs of being 
guilty of the Crime, God is nevertheleſs provoked, 
and it may be reaſonably apprehended cho the 
guilty are ſuffered to eſcape Puniſhment among Men) 
that God will not ſuffer them to eſcape, when he 
viſits a Land for the [niquicies of thoſe that dwell 
in it. 

As for thoſe whom God has appoi inted 8 
ritual Guides to his People, Teachers and Miniſters | 
of his Word, we have the following Laws to direct 
our Behavioue towards them, vis. 

In Theſſ. v. 12, 13. where St. Paul em We be- 
feech you Brethren, io know them, which labour among 


you, and are over you in Ihe Lord, and admoniſb you - ' 


_—_ efteem them very z öh in Love fer their Works 


_— Heb. xiii. 7. it is written, 8 | 
bave the Rule over you, who bave ſpoken unto you the 
Weird of God : Whoſe Faith follow, — the 
End of their Converſation. And in the 17th Verſe 
of that Chapter it is ſaid, Obey them that baye the 
Rule over you, and ſubmit yaurſelves': For they watch 
fer your Souls, as they that migfh give Account, _ 
they may do it with Foy, 2 not enn 


that is unprofitable for you. 
Theſe divine Precepts teach u us the following Par: 


ticulars, vir. 1. That it is our Duty to reſpect, and 
love the Miniſters of the Goſpel, and to become 
acquainted with thoſe of them — Labours we 


attend. 2. That ſo far as they deliver to us the 
: | Word 
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Word of God, it is our Duty to receive it, and to 
be obedient to it: But it is our Duty alſo to examine 
every Doctrine they teach, and every, Inſtruction, 
which (as a Matter of Practice incumbent on us) 
they inculcate: We are, I fay, to examine them by 
the facred Seriptures, and not to receive them merely 
* becauſe delivered by our Teachers. Nen 
1 The Word of the Lord plainly ſhews, he would 
have us to take this Courſe, | 
When our bleſſed Saviour preached to the Jews, 
he directed, and commanded them to. ſearch the 
Scriptures, fee Jobn v. 29. he appealed to thoſe ſa- 
cred Writings as'a Proof of the Verity of his Doc- 
trine, ſaying, they, are they which teſtify of me. 
Te Commendation given of the Bereans, (As 
XVii, x1.) on the Account that hey ſearched the Serip- 755 
tures daily (to know) whether ' thoſe Things (the a- 
poſtle preached) were /o ; that is, were according to 
them, is an Evidence that God wou'd have us to exa- 
mine by the Scriptures, the Things we hear preached. 
And our doing this is a Matter of Importance, 
as we may reaſonably conclude from the Injunction 
which Chriſt gives to all People, Mart iv. 24. 
Lale heed what yon bear. This Precept imports, 
that it is the Duty of every one, that hears, to ex- 
amine by the Scriptures what is ſpoken, and there- 
1 dy to judge, whether it is true, and fit to be re- 
ceived, or not. | | 3. | | ; 
Further, That we are thus obliged, appears from 
m vii. 19, 20. in the 19th Verſe the Prophet 
ews the People, that they ought not to be in- 
fluenced by thoſe, who would perſuade them to 
_ ſeek for I ion and Direction to them that have 
familiar Spirits, but ſhou'd apply themſelves to God, 
and his Word, if they wou'd know his Will, and 
their own Duty. Shou'd not a People ſeek unto their - 
God ? To the Law, and to the Teſtimony If they (if 
Men, or Angels from Heaven] ph not according 


: 
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to this Word (the Word of the Lord delivered by 
his Servants the Prophets) it is becauſe there 1 is 20. 
Light (or Truth) in them. __ 

And again, 1 John iv. 1. it is aid; Believe oy 
every Spirit, but try the Spirits, whether they are of . 
God : Becauſe many falſe Prophets are gone out into 
the World. | 

But if any People ſhall 0 ppoſe, or obſtruct the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel in the faithful Performance 
of their Office, and in preaching, not their o ]õwq- 
private Opinion, but the Word of God, they are 
guilty of an heinous Sin, and hinder the Succeſs of 

the Go 12 Miniſtry, and greatly provoke God; and 
altho' they may not be liable io Puniſhment from 
Men, yet they have Reaſon to fear the the Effects 
of the divine Diſpleaſure, when the Judgments of 


the Almighty are brought on a Land for the Ini- 


quities of the People. 

As for Aings and ſubordinate Magiſtrates, God 
by his Law requires thoſe under their Authority to 
honour, and to obey them, 

Kings, and Queens may be conſidered as political, 


or civil Parents. Kings ſpall be thy Nurfing-fathers, 


15 be made for all Men: For Kings, 


and their Queens thy Nur jmng-mothers, it is ſaid in 
Tſaiab xlix. 23. 
The great God has ſaid, Honour the King ( x Pet. 
ii. 17.) I counſel thee 10 keep the King's Command- 
ment, and that, in Regard of the Oath of God. (It 
is written in Eccles. viii. 2.) That 2 of all, Sup- 
plications, Prayers, Interceſſtions, and giving of Thanks 
=s far all that are 
in Authority, that we may lead a_ quiet and peaceable 
Life in all Godlineſs and Honey. For his i is good, and 
acceptable in the Sight of God our Saviour,” (1 Tim. ii. 
1, 2, 3.) Curſe not the Ning, no not in y Thought. 
Eccles x. 21. Thou ſhalt: not revile the Gods (the 
Judges, as the Word is tranſlated in the Margin) 
6 * (Exod, xxü. 28. * 


— 
I 


- 
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The holy God by his Apoſtle ſays, Let Soul 
be ſubjeft unto the higber wile . — 
Power but of God : The Powers that be, are ordained 
of God. Whoſoever therefore reſiſtetb the Power, re- 
 Hfteth the ordinance of God: And they that refit, ſhall 
receive unto themſelves Damnation. Rom. xiii. 1, 2. 

And therefore, they who refuſe due Honour and 
Obedience to the lawful Magiſtrate, have Reaſon o 


be afraid of the divine Wrath in the Day when 


God viſits a Land for the Iniquities of the Inhabi- 
tants. The Apoſtle adds, Wilt thou not then be 
afraid of the Power, &c. 2 muſ needs be ſubjet# 
not only for -Wrath, but alſo for Conſcience Sake. 


for this Cauſe, pay you Tridais — Gin» © 


Miniſters, &c. Render therefore unto all their Dues; 
Tribute, to whom Tribute is due, Cuſtom; to whom 
- C_ Fear, to whom Fear, Honour, to whom Ho- 


nour. See Rom. xii. 3, 5, 7. 
It is a Charge committed to the Miniſters of the 


Word of God to teach the People the Duty they 
owe to their civil Governours; in Tit. iii. 1. Put 


tIbem in mind 10 be ſubjeft to Principalities, and Powers, 


and to obey Magiſtrates. 


And the divine Law ſays to the People, Submit | 


your ſelves to every Ordinance of Man for the Lord's 
Sake + Whether it be to the. King, as Supreme; ar 
unto Governours, as .unto them that are ſent by bim 


for the Puniſbment of evil Dun and for the Praiſe | 


of them that do well. 1 Pet. li. 13, 14. 


not with them that are given to Change. For their 
Calamities ſhall riſe addon, and who knoweth the 
Ruin of them both. See Prov; xxiv. 21, 22. 


It may well be obſerved, that thoſe who- refit” 


Magiftrates in the right Exerciſe of their Authorities; 


and rebel againſt their lawful Governours, not only - 


expoſe themſelves to eternal Damaation in the next 
C * | World, 


* 


— $6, 9 


For there is ha 


Fear thou the Long, and the Meg: Aud e 
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World, but bring upon themſelves, and their Fa- 


milies, Ruin, and Deſtruction in this. | 
It appears from the Hiſtory of Nations, and King- 
doms that Multitudes of Perſons, and Families, have 
been ruined and deſtroyed for the Sin of Rebellion 
- againſt their lawful Governours. 
The Conſideration hereof ſhou'd reſtrain all Peo- 
{fo from oppoling either the juſt authority of their 
, or of the ſubordinate Magiſtrates. 
IX. OrrRkssoxs are another Sort of Perſons, 
who have Reaſon to fear the Effects of God's 
Wrath in the Day of his Viſitation for Sin. 
As Rebellion includes in it the various Sorts of Mic. 
behaviour, and Oppoſition of Inferiors to their Su- 
- _ penors in Authority; ſo Qyexxss10N comprehends 
the ſeveral Abuſes, which Superiors in Authority, or 
Power, are guilty of towards their Inferiors. 
When they exact from Perſons ſubject to them 
Contributions, or bodily Labours, which are not 
due, or when they reſtrain their natural Liberties, 
without legal Authority, or Reaſon, they are Op- 
preſſors, and may be reckon'd among the Tranſ- 
greſſors of the i Commandment, which muſt be 
underſtood not only as obliging Inferiours to the Per- 
| formance of the Duties they owe to their natural, 
ſpiritual, 'and civil Parents, to all in Authority over 
them, and to forbid every Thing that is inconſiſtent 
with the Practice of thoſe Duties, fo very reaſonably 
it ſhou'd be underſtood to oblige all in Authority, 
and Power, faithfully to diſcharge the Duties they 
owe to thoſe who are ſubject ta them, and likewiſe 
to forbid every Thing that is inconſiſtent therewith, 
and conſequently to forbid Oppreſſion. 
The Nature of the Sin of Oppreſſion, according to 
the Account of it in Holy Scriptures, will be evident, 


it we conſider Exod. iii. 7, 9. The Lord ſaid, I have 


| fur ely ſeen the Afiittion of my People, which are in 
| ESN pt, and bave beard their Gy, % Reaſon of Toſk- 


Maſters, 


} * 
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Mafters, for I know their Sorrotis.— And 1 Bave alſo 
Jn the Oppreſſion, wherewith the Egyptians oppreſs 


The O preſſion, which Pharaoh, and his People 
were ' guilty of towards the 1/raelites, was the re- 
quiring of them unreaſonable Labours, and ſetting ' 
| over them Taſt-Maſters, to affii# them with their 
Burdens, Exod. i. 11. 

But this Abuſe of Authority, and Power, this 
Miſtreatment, Tyranny, and Cruelty towards In- 
feriors is very provoking to the merciful Ged. 

It is an Iniquity which God has threatened terribly 

to puniſh, In I/. xlix. 20. God ſays to his People, 
I will feed them that oppreſs thee with their own Fleſh, 
and they ſhall be drunken with their own Blood, as with 
ſweet Wine, and in Jer. xxx. 26. the Almighty ſays 
8 will pumiſb all that oppreſs them. 

- Thus ſpeaketh the Lord of Hoſts, ſaying, Execute 
true Fudgment, and ſhew Mercy, and Compaſſion, every 
Man to bis Brother. And oppreſs not the Widow, 
nor the Fatherleſs, nor the Stranger, nor the Poor, and 
let none of you imagine Evil againſt his Brother, in 
your Heart. Zech. vii. 9, 10: 

1 will be a ſwift Witneſs —againſt thoſe that oppr 
the Hireling in his Wages, the Widow, and 2 7 
FDUßberleß, and that turn afide the Stranger from his | 

Right, and fear not me, ſaith the Lox of Hoſts. 

" Mal. iü. 5 

If Parents treat their Children with unreaſonable 
Severity, and withold from them, what, according 
to their Rank, and Circumſtances in Life, and the 
Occaſions of the Children, ſhould'be allowed them, 
they are guilty. of the Sin of Oppreſſion 
If Maſters make their Servants to ſerve with Ri- 
gour, and by. exacting unreaſonable Labours, or by 
not allowing them Food convenient in ſufficient | 
Quantity, they imbitter their Lives, they are alſo 


guilty.of Oppreſſion. | 5 
3 PP Co . 
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Ik Men of: Riches, or Power, bear hard on their 
Inferiors, retrench the Liberties they have a Right 
unto, or put them unreaſonably to Trouble, they 
are guilty of Oppreſſion. St. James ſaid, Do not 
rich Men oppreſs you, and draw you Befort the Fudge 
ment-Seats ? James ii. 6. - 


But the Lox p will be a Refuge for. the oppreſſed, 
Pal. ix. 9. Thus ſaith the Lok, execute Judgment 


in the Morning, and deliver him that is /poiled'out of 


+ - liver the Oppreſſed from their Oppreſſors, ſo they 


_ the Hand of the Oppreſſor, leſt my Fury go out like 
Fire, and burn that nome can quench it, becauſe of the 
Evil of your Doings, Jer. xxi, 2. 

As theſe Words ſhew the Indignation of the righ- 
teous God againſt thoſe who can, and will not de- 


manifeſt that the Wrath of almighty God is greatly 
provoked by the Iniquity, and Cruelty of Opprefſors; 

and that ſuch unmerciful Perſons have Reaſon to 
expect Puniſhment, not only hereafter, but even in 
this World, when the righteous God viſits a Peo- 
ple for their Sins. For be ſhall have Judgment with- 
out Mercy, that butb fhewed no Mercy : Saith the 
Word of the Lord, James ii. 13. 

X. Monpznzgs muſt be reckoned one Sort of 
-Perſons appointed to ſuffer the Vengeance of God - 
both in this World, and the next. vY 

He is a Murderer, that deſignedly. and 'maliciouſly 
takes away the Life of another, and he is a Tranſ- 
greſſor of the ſixth Commandment, which ſays, 


T bou ſhalt not kill, Exod, xx. 13. 


And the juſt God has appointed that all ſuch ſhall 

be put to death. Whoſo ſbeddeth Man's _—_ CY | 
Man ſhall his Blood be ſhed, Taid the ſoverei 

of Lite and Death, Cen. ix. 6. He that . a 
Man ſo that be die, ſhall ſurely be put lo Death, Exod. 

xxi. 13. Fa Man come preſumpiuouſly upon bis 

Neighbour, lo ſlay him with Guile, tbou ball take bim 
85 from mine 8 ä die, "ey God, Exod. xxi. 

; 4 / ; 1 3» 
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13, 14. In Numb. xxi. 13. the Almighty ſays, 
Ze ſhall take no Satisfattion for the Life of a Murder- 
er, which i guilty of Dent: But be {ſpall ſurely be 
to Death. - 
Pr he Conſideration of theſe Laws ſhould deter all 
Men from the Crime of Duelling. 
There is no Dvx1, fought, but one of the Parties 
gives the Challenge; and the Occaſion of it is ſome 
Injury, ſome Provocation either imaginary, or real. 
© Ofrentimes it is imaginary, ſome Words or Be- 


haviour of the Perſon challenged, miſrepreſented, or | 


miſunderſtood ; and a cool Inquiry into the Caſe, 
would prevent a Quares, and confirm a Friendſhip. 

But ſuppoſe the Challenger has indeed been mif- 
treated, and ſuffered a real Injury, the Laws of God, 
and of the Land have provided a Remedy, and the 
Law 1 is open to be uſed for obtaining Juſtice to one, 

any Way really injured. 
_ The injured Perſon muſt not murder the Man 
that has offended him; ſuch a cruel Action, is a 
ſubverting, in that Caſe, all the Laws, divine, and 
human, made to prevent To heinous a Crime. 

And what is the Apology for his wicked Chal- 
lenge? Is it that his Innocence of ſomething he has 
been falſely accuſed of may be vindicated, and made 
manifeſt ? 
This is beſt done in an open Court of Evil Judi- 
cature, where the real State of Things may become 
evident by the Teſtimony of Witneſſes on both 
Sides. But his Innocence can never be cleared by 
his endeavouring to kill, and murder the Perſon that 
has falſely accuſed him, nor by his expoſing him- 
ſelf to be murdered by the other. And the true 
State of the Caſe between the Duellers after their 
Battle, may continue to the Publick, in as much 
Darkneſs and Uncertainty as before, becauſe of the 
different Accounts of it by the Friends of each Party. 
Or, "v Ge Reaſon of the as to get. Satiſ⸗ 
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faction for the Affront, or Injury done him? But 


what Satisfaction can it be for a Man needleſly, and 
wickedly to expoſe himſelf to be murder'd by che 


Man, whom he challenges. 

If the Satisfaction meant is the Gratification of a 
malicious Deſire of taking Revenge by a wilful 
ſhedding the Blood of his Neighbour, of his Brother 
"who has offended him, it is a wicked Satisfaction, 
and greatly to be abhorred; and the Deſire of it 
ought to be contradicted: The gratifying ſuch a 
Deſire is an Act of Rebellion againſt the divine Au- 
thority, which ſays, Thou ſhalt not kill, Exod. xx. 
and which has alſo ſaid, Avenge not yourſelves, Rom. 
xii, 19, 
And as to the Challenged, what is his Apology 
for his wicked Acceptance of the Challenge? Is it 
that he ſhall be eſteemed a Coward, a Man of no Cou- 
rage, if he does not accept it? Be it ſo, yet better 
for him that unreaſonable Men think ſo, than for 
him (in direct Oppoſition to the Will, and Law of 
the great God) violently, and maliciouſiy to take 
away the Life of another, or thus 8 to 

ſe his own. 

In the Caſe of a Dont, the Challenger, and the 
Challenged (according to their Appointment) - meet 
at the Place fixed upon ; they meet each of them 
© with a premeditated, and malicious Defign- to kill, 
and to murder the other, in Defiance of the Autho- 
rity of that God who made them both, who com- 
manès them to love each other, and to promote each 
others Safety and Good, and if they did ſo, they would 
find true Honour, Peace, and Comfort. But what 

.a ſhameful, horrid Tragedy do they act by their 


Duelling. 


Let the Caſe be rightly conſidered both as to 1 
Perſon killing, and the Perſon killed: The Perſon 
killing is a Murderer with his Hands, and Heart, 
ay the Character of beg a Murderer will 2 | 
3 mo 
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moſt juſtly belong to him: And if he truly repents, 
the beſt that can be ſaid of him is, that he is a Pe- 
nitent Murderer. But there remains an indelible 
Stain in his Character; it can never be ſaid of ſuch 
. a Man, that he never was a Murderer. And will 
the Character of being a Man of Courage compen- 
ſate the juſt Shame, Diſgrace, and Guilt of ae 
Murderer ? 

It ſhould likewiſe be conſidered whether the Per- 
ſon kill'd was fit for Death; if not, the Murderer 
forced his Appearance before God, to be ſent down 
among the accurſed Spirits, to be reſerved to the 
Judgment of the great Day. 

The Murderer puts a Period to his Space for Re- 
pentance, to his Opportunity of ſecking Peace with 
God, and eternal Salvation, Thus it is with the 
Perſon killing. 

O the miſerable Conſequences of Duelliog! x, 

And then as to the Perſon killed ; he had Mur- 
der in his Heart, and no Space to repent of it. 
Duellers take the moſt effectual Courſe to render 


their everlaſting Damnation, Shame, and Torment 


inevitable. 


Theſe fix Things doth the LORD. bate, .yea pas 


are Abomination unto bim: A proud Look, a lying 
Tongue, and Hands that ſhed innocent Blood, Prov, 
vi. 16, 1 

The Prophet Hoſea, faid (Hoſ. iv. 3, 4.) By 
* Swearing, and Lying, and Killing, and Stealing, and 
committing Adultery, they break out, and Blood toucheth 


Blood. Therefore ſhall the Land mourn, and every one 
that dwelleth therein ſball lauguiſb with the Beaſts of 
the Field, and the Fowls of Heaven; Jes "the Fi Nr , 


of the Sea alſo ſhall be taken away. 


The righteous Providence of God 1 FI in 


sa moſt remarkable Manner diſcovered Mutd 
and brought chem Mg to fuer Death by the 
e e Sentence 
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_ Law, 


ly, as if they thru 


Sentence or the Magiſtrate, according to the divine 


And although he may permit ſome of them for a 
while to remain undiſcovered, yet in the Day of his 
Viſitation for Sin, when he ſhall make Inquiſition 
for Blood, they may be ſure he will remember them, 
and. they have Reaſon to fear that he will deal with 
them according to their Blood- — 


XI. Do vi nes Gluttons, as riolous Lie 
are another Sort of Perſons, againſt whom ter- 


rible Threatnings of God are recorded in the holy 


Scriptures, . 
- Theſe likewiſe are Tranſgreflors of the fixth — 
mandment, as by their Intemperance, and fr 
Excefſes, they. impair their own Health, and ſeen 
their Lives; that is, put an End to them as certain- 
| themſelves through with a 
Sword, though not in ſo ſpeedy a Manner. 
And then by importuning their Companions to 
eat, or to drink to „Laces eſs, or to indulge themſelves 


in any Pleaſure inconfiftent with Health, they are 
inſtrumental in geſtrexing their Health, and haften- 


ing their Death. 

But what faith the Word of God concerning ſuch 
as theſe? In Iſa. xxviii, 1, 3. it ſays, Vo 10 the 
Drunkards of Ephraim, the Drunkards 27 Epbraim 


ſhall be irodden under Feet. 


In Prov. xxin, 21. it in dectared: that the Drun- 5 


Tard, and the Glutton ſhall come to Poe z and there 
are frequent Inſtances of this. 


In Joel i. 5. God by his Prophet ſays, Awake ye 


| Drunkards, and Weep, and bowl all ye Drinters of 


Vine. 

The Prophet Nabum ſaid, The Lord: is good, a 

ſtreng Hold in the Dey of T. rouble (i. e. to thoſe who 

love and ſerve him) and. he knoweth them that truſt 

in bim. But with an overflowing Flood, be will make 
_ 


* 
1 
1 
* 
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an ufer End of the Place thereof, and Darkneſs b! 


ue bis Enemies, I bat do ye imagint againſt tbe 
LORD? He will make an a preg Dal! 
not riſe up the ſecond Time. For while they be folden 
together as Thorns, and while they are drunken as 
Drunkards, they ſhall be devoured as Stubble fully dry, 
Nahum i. 7, 8, 9, 10. | 

In Iſa. v. 11—14. it is ſaid, Vo unto them that 
riſe up early in the Morning, that they may follow 


| ftrong. Drink, that continue until Night till Wine in- 


flame them, And the Harp, and the Viol, the Tabret, 
and the Pipe, and Wine, are in their Feaſts : But 
they regard not the Work of the LORD, neither con- 


| fider the Operation of his Hands. Therefore my Pea- 


ple are gone into Captivity, becauſe they have no Know- 


ledge, and their honourable Men are famiſhed, and 


their Multitudes dried up with Thirſt, Therefore Hell 
bath enlarged herſelf, and opened ber Mouth without 
Meaſure: And their Glory, and their Multitude, and 


their Pomp, and be that rejoiceth ſhall deſcend into il. 


In Verſe 22. it is added, Vo unto them that are 
mighty to drink Wine, and Men of ſtrength to mingle 
firong Drink, i. e. if they abuſe their Strength by 
mnie Exceſs, and that is Exceſs, which is 
more needful to the healthful Nouriſhmient, 
and Chearfulneſs of the Body. 2 
The Prophet further adds, in Verſe 25. Therefore 
is the Anger of the LORD kindled againſt his People, an 
be hath ftretched forth his Hands againſt them, and 


bath ſmitten them: And the Hills did tremble, and 


their Carcaſſes were torn in the midſt of the Streets: 
For all this his Anger is not turned ateay, but lis 

Hand is ftretched;out ſtill, | 
Theſe, and ſych like Declarations do plainly ſhew, 
that they who indulge theif Appetites with Exceſſes 
in Meats and Drinks, and they who perſuade, and 
tempt others to do ſo, have Reaſon to fear the 
D Judgmems 


— 
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1 of the Holy God, when he is viſiting 
r Sin. 
But how much ſoever they may ſuffer by com- 
mon Calamities in this World, theſe Sufferings will 
be to them only the Beginnings of Sorrows, unleſs 
repent, and amend their Ways. For Drun- 
kards ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God, See 1 Cor. 
vi. 10. | 
It is our bleſſed Redeemer, who ſaid, Take heed 
to yourſelves, left at any time, your Hearts be over- 
charged with Surfeiting and Drunkenneſs, and the Cares 
this Life, and ſo that Day come upon you unawares. 
For as a Snare ſhall it come on all them that dwell onthe 
Face of the whole Earth, Watch ye therefore, and pray 
always, that ye may be accounted worthy to eſcape all 
. #heſe (terrible) Things that ſhall come to paſs, and to 
fand before the Son of Man, Luke xxi. 34, 35, 36. 
The Things which Chriſt refers to, and which he 
in that Chapter foretold ſhould come to paſs, were 
that Jeruſalem ſhould be compaſſed with Armies, and 
| Deſolation, Verſe 20. He foretold its ay of Ven- 
 geance, Verſe 22. and that there ſhould be great 
 - Diſtreſs in the Land, and Wrath upon the People, 
. Verſe 23. And that they ſhould fall by the Edge of 
the Sword, Verſe 24. That upon the Earth ſhould 
be Diftreſs of Nations with Perplexity, Verſe 25. 
_y on failing them for Fear, and for 1 
ing after thoſe Things, which are coming on 
2 26. 3 3 2 Y the juſt 
| us it happened to the Jews, when the; 
God brought TOE i the Day of his Wrath, 


the Day of his Viſiting them for their Iniquities. 


, * geance. * 
v * 4 w I mg ry 
ke. * — 


And in like manner it will happen to other Nations, 
when the Almighty ſhall come forth in Judgment 
againſt them, and make a ſinful incorrigible People 
d ſee, and feel che Miſeries of the Days of his Ven- 
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| Therefore, Let us walk boneftly, as in the Day; * 
not in Rioting and Druntenneſs, not in Chambering and | 
 Wantonneſs, not in Strife and Envying, But Put je 
an the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and make not Proviſion far 
. #8he' Fleſh, to fulfil the * * * x. 
1 Be. IE \ | 


XII. Uncuzan PEER Whoremongers hn | 
Fa 4 Sort, on whom God has 

ou eſtro udgments. 

Theſe are Tranſgreiſors of the ſeoewb Commaild-. 


ment. 

 Whoremangers and Adulterers God will juge, be, 
It is declared, Heb. xm. 4. V. 19, 5 
it is ſaid, Now the Warks of the Nas ave manifat 5 


which are. theſe, Adultery,  Fornication, Uncleanneſs, 
Laſeiviauſneſs ; and it is added, That they 'who ys 
Js Tips ite her the Kingdom of Cad. | 
In Epheſ. v. 6. But Tee | 
_  Uncleanne(s, let it pre © once named among ft al 
becometh Saints. Neither Filthineſs hay 3; 
| ing, nor Feſting wwhich are not convenient : But rather 
9 For this you, know that no Whane- 
 wonger nor unclean. Perſon — = Inheritance in 
the Kingdom o Gi mio Gel or eſe 
II theſe s cometh the Wrath of God wpon the 
dre of Diſobadience. 
What the Holy God has lad 3 
| in [hen v. 22 9. 3 evidently that this Sort % 
| ed to ſuffer in the Day of his 
WY. Aeadon. The E LORD (ad, When 1% them to 
1 — 72 7 committed Adultery, and aſſembled ibem- 
Jefves by Troeps:in the Harlats. 28 4 pp a 
2 Horſes in the Murning 
ti 3 555 
Things faith the, LORD, 2 * | | 
 vengad as ſuch u Nation, as this? 5 oo 5 
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The Prophet Ezekiel alſo, reckoning * up ſeyeral 
| Sorts of Tranigreſſors of the divine Law in Feru- 
ſalem, ſays, One hath committed Abomination with bis 
Neighbour”; s Wife, and another bas lewdly defiled his 
Daughter=in-Law, and another in thee hath humbled 
bis Siſter, his Father's Daughter, Ezek. xxii. 

It muſt be obſerved, that Se,. Pollution, the Sin 
For which the Holy ( God flew Onan, Gen. xxxviii. 9, 
10, is a Sort of Uncleanneſs very heinous in its Na- 
ture, And likewiſe that the unnatural Lufts of the 
Sodomites, Gen. xix. 5. for which the LORD rained 
non Sodom and upon Gomorrah, Brimſtone and Fire 
from the Lord out of Heaven, and overthrew their 
Cities, and all the Plain, and all the Inhabitants 0 
"the Cities, and that which grew upon the robs | 
Gen. xix. 24, 25. . I ſay, thoſe unnatural Luſts are 
Kinds of Filthineſs which cry loudly for divine Ven- 
geance to be inflicted on the Guilty: And it is Mat- 
ter of great Lamentation, that notwithſtanding the 
fearful, and utter Deſtruction af thoſe Cities for the 
Crimes of their Inhabitants, there have been in the 
ſucceeding A Ages, Perſons guilty of the ſame mon- 


ſtrous ane fl hy Practices. | 


St. Paul ſpeaketh of ſuch in Rom. i. 26, 27. 
ſaying, For 15 Cauſe God gave them up unto vile 
' AﬀeZions : Fur even their Women did change their 
r Uſe unto that which is againſt Nature: And 
likewiſe alſo the Men, leaving the natural Uſe of Wo- 
men, burned in their Luft, one toward another, Men 
with Men, wor king that which is unſeemly, and re- 

. ceiving in themſe' ves that Recompence of their Error 

' Which was meer. 

The. Sins of theſe monſtrous Tranſoreflors,”i in- 


daeed, are ſecret, they are Deeds of Darkneſs, but 


the righteous God may apenly take Vengeance on 
them, in the Day of his Viſitation for Sin. - Such 
hive no Reaſon 3 hope they fhall eſcape the de. 


Hing Wrath of the Almighty Gog. And | 
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And as the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem were incor- 
rigible, and did not repent of their Iniquities, the 
Holy God according to his Threatnings, inflicted 
on them deſtroying Judgments. See Fer; v. 31. 
where he ſays, Therefore have I poured out mine In- 
dipnation upon them, I have conſumed them with. the 
Fire of my Wrath : Their own Way have I recom- 

penſed upon their Heads, ſaith the LORD GOD. 

I may add, that Perſons under the like. Guilt, 
have Reaſon. to expect like Puniſhment ; and 
therefore have Cauſe to be afraid of God's proceed- 
ing in the Way of his Judgments. a 

And happy for them will it be, if the Whore- 
- mongers and Adulterers; happy will it be, if all 
the filthy, the unchaſte, the unclean Perſons: of 
both Sexes, ſhall conſider the Evil of their Ways, 
and the Declarations of the Holy God againſt them; 

-if they ſhall repent of their Sins, and ſeek the — 

giveneſs of them, and Peace with God through 

Chriſt Jeſus, before Wm X 

out upon them. | 


XIII. Un jus Perſons, are another Sort * 
whom deſtroying Judgments are denounced in the 
- Word of God. 

 UnjusrT Perſons are all they, who either by Force, 
or Fraud, take, or with-hold to their own Uſe A 
Thing chat is the Property of another. 

Theſe all are en of the eighth Com- 
- mandment. 

This Claſs includes not only Thieves of every 
Denomination, but alſo Extortioners, and fraudulent 
5 Dealers with unjuſt Weights and Meaſures. 
ExroxrIoNERS are thoſe Perſons who take Ad- 
4 vantage from the Neceſſities, or Ignorance of others, 
to conſtrain them to give more Money for che 
Things they buy, than is the Market - price, or to 
5 7 np | 5 | 11 perform 


* 


- 


r 


VE I muſt add, that their Crime is mien inthe 


r, faith abe LORD GOD. Behold, | 


7 


22 arrel Declarations, &c. 
perform more Labour for Wages than is uſual ac- 
cording to the Cuſtom of the Country, thus, e. g. 

I the Sellers of any Commodity know the Buyers 


to be under a Neceflity of. getting the Things they 
treat about, and that they can have them no where 
elſe, or that they are ignorant of the Value, and 
Market-price of them, and therefore exact from 
them a greater Price than they are worth, or than 
the Sellers would inſiſt on, if the Buyers were not 


under ſuch Neceſſity, or ſuch Ignorance, they are a 


of Extortion. 2 

And if any Manufacturers, as a Method of Gain 
to thernſelves, ſhall keep for Sale to their Work- 
People, various Sorts of Goods, they at Times have 
Occaſion for, and ſhall oblige them to buy ſuch - 

Goods, when they do not want the Goods but the 
Money for other Uſes, they are xtortiomers. 
Theſe two Sorts of Perſons are guilty ef Tranſ- 


greſſing that dine Law, which ſays, All Things 


whatſoever ye wwauld that Men ſhould do to you, do ye 
even /o to them, Matt. vii. 12. which implies, that 
All Things whatſoever we would that Men ſhould 


ot do to us, werſhoold wet, we ought 29} to do to 


them. 


Thus God has manifeſted his holy Will concern 
ing our Conduttand manner of Dealing — others. 
And the Extortioners above-mentioned, would not 
like to be themſetves treated in ſuch Manner as they 
treat others. | 


be ſock Prad d auß e 


Faid att. i. ta, 1g, 14. Thou bu griedily 


gained of thyNeighboars by Extortion, and baff fo — 


mine Hand at thy diſbomſt Gain, 1obith | 


abews 


ion "haſt made———Can thine Heart endure, EE 
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;bine Hands be ſtrong, in the Days that I ſhall deal 
with the ? 7 the LORD ben ſtent, and will ds 


8 . Theſe Declarations ſhew that God will deal with 
Extortioners in the Days of his Viſitation for Sin 
and that their Hearts will not be able to endure the 


Eon 
. A ²˙ 


Tokens of his Wrath, or to ſuſtain the ſtrokes of | 


his Vengeance 


There is another Sort of ExTorT10N, cruel in its 


Nature, and abominable in the Eyes of the Lord; 
that is, when urers or others conſtrain the 
People Hoy Ee labour for leſs Wages, than 


from them * Work than is uſual- 


ages 

A organs 
is t ire e employ 

te- labour, and the . of Extortioners Joſtly 

belongs to them. 


Let ſuch conſider the Import of this Declaration , 
in Mal. iii. 5. I will come near to you to Tudgment, 


and I will be a fwift Witneſs—againſ# thoſe that op- 


cuſtomary ges; or on ſome un- 
axe it ltd From: them Pre of = 


lar Agreement has made their 2 


preſs the Hir 2 bis Wages—and f ne in ne. = 


. LORD of Ho 
And in James v. 4. it is faid, Behold the Hire of 
tbe Labourers, which have reaped" downs your Fields, 


S B you kept back by Frand, rieb; > 3 hd the - | 


Cries of them which have reaped, ave entered mia the _ 

SA who will deal Win 
and take Fee ON ER 

_ viſits for Sin. 

In Levit. xix. 13. it iv Bid, The Wa wes of tit 

that is bired, ſhall not abide with et Nha 

the Morning. 

- In Deut. xxiv. 15. it is written, A bis 

. ſalt OR him bis Hire, ral 4 the Sun go . 


% 
me 


. 
"" d — % 
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upon it, for be is poor, and ſetteth bis Heart upon it 5,” | 


left be cry againſt thee unto the Lord, and it be Sin 
unto thee. Ns 058 
In Levit. xix. g. are recorded the following Laws, 
viz, When you reap the Harveſt of your Land, bon 
ſhalt not wholly reap the Corners of thy Field, neither 
ſhalt thou gather the Gleanings of thy Harveſt. And 
thou ſhalt not glean thy Vineyard, neither ſhalt thou 
gather every Grape of thy Vineyard, thou ſhalt leave 
them for the Poor, and Stranger: I am the Lord your 
Gad. Signifying that the great God has compaſ- 
ſion for the Poor, and Strangers, and approves all 
Acts of Kindneſs done unto them; and that he is 
both able, and willing to recompence with his Bleſ- 
ſings, thoſe-who obey his Will, by leaving in the 
Time of Harveſt, and Gathering of Fruit, Glean- 
ings of their Harveſt, and of the Fruit for the 
Poor. | | 
In Deut. xxiv., 19; it is likewi®enated, by the 
ſupreme Governor of the World, thus, viz. ben 
thou cutteſt down thine Harveſt in thy Field, and 


baſt forgot a Sbeaf in the Field, thou ſhalt not 


again to fetch it: It ſhall. be for the Stranger, for . 

Fatherleſs and the Widow : That the LORD thy God 
may bleſs thee in all the Work of thine Hande. When 
thou beateſt thine Olive-tree, thou ſhalt not go over the 


.  Boughs again: It ſhall: be for. the Stranger, for the 


to think, and acknowledge that they are Laws ſtill 


Fatherleſs, and for the Widow. | 
I have mentioned theſe Laws of our good God, 
becauſe they manifeſt his gracious Care for 


and for the Fatherleſs, and for Widows in needy 
. Circumſtances z and becauſe they are Laws always 


obligatory, they are divine Laws always binding all 
Perſods;- in all. Ages, who are concerned in Huſ- 
bandry, in Sowing, in Reaping, in Raiſing, and 
Gathering-in the Fruits of the Fah. We ought 


in 


' Xx 


4 


4 


in Force, ſince God never 
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neither Men, nor Angels, can annul the Obligations 
of his Commandments, and ſince divers Reaſons of 


them, viz. the Waats of the Poor, and the Sup- 
ply; and the Comifoft they will have by Means of 4 
due Obedience to thoſe Laws : And I apprehended 
it the more needful to recite them, becauſe -many 


Landbolders, Farmers, and Poſſeſſars of Vineyards, 


and Olive Yards, and others employed in railing and 
= IT che Fruit of che — ignompy.ol | 

them. 
1 muſt add one 8 viz. . | 
; 1 vi. 10. Nor Thieves, nor Cavetous— ttor Ex- 


tortioners ſball inherit the Kingdom of Gad. There- 


fore we may reaſonably conclude, that this hard- 


hearted and cruel ſort of Sinners, are obnoxious to 


the deſttoying Judgments of God, when he is viſit- 


an un Nation for their Iniquities. 
I have further to obſerve, thatfraudulent Dealers, 


| with ue, Weight and Meaſures, muſt be reckoned 


* 


and a juſt Hin 


among the Tranſgreſſors of the eighth Command - 
ment, becauſe. by their Frauds they get ſo much of 


the Buyer's Money unjuſtly, as the diminiſhed Quan- 
tity of the Goods ſold amounts to in Value and 


the uſing divers Weights and Meaſures, that is, 
Weights and Meaſures different from, and leſs than 
'the Standard eſtabliſned by the Laws of the Country 


in which they live, is in Reality one Way of ſteal - 


ing Money from the Buyers. 

Ye ſhall do no Unrighteouſneſs in Judgment, ſays 
the divine Law, in Mete Turd, in Weight, or in 
Meaſure, Fuſt Balances, juſt Weights, a ji Ephat, 
Hall ye baue; I am the LORD your 
God. Therefore ſpall ye obſerve” all my Statutes, and 


all my Judgments, and do them; Tom WOT Levi. | 
ix, 35, 36, 37. 


In Deut. xxv. 13, 14, 7 16. it is Cad; Thou 


"rs not bave in th; Bag _ Weights, a grea:, * 


* 
— . * 


* 
repealed them, ſinco 


e 
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& ſmall, Thou ſhalt not have in thine: Houſe divers 
| Meaſures, a great and a ſmall. But thou ſbalt have 
a perfect and juft Weight, a perfett and 772 Mea- 
flv Bair chow Jave 5: that thy Days' may be lengthened 
in the Land which the Lord thy God giveth thee. For 
all that do ſuch Things (viz. the keeping divers 
| Weights and Meaſures) and all that do unrighteouſly, 

are an Abomination unto the LORD thy God, 
In Prov. xi. 1. it is ſaid, A falſe Ballance is Mo- 
8 mination to the Lord: but a jaſt Weight is his De- 
= light. And Chap. xx. 10. Divers Weights, and di- 
* vers Meaſures, both of them are alike Abomination 

to the Lord. See alfo Verſe 23. 

The Micab ſaid to the People (who. had 
ked udgments by manifold Sins) 
E (vi: God) bath ſheiwed "thee, O Man, what is 
good, and what doth the LORD require of thee, but 
to do juſtly, and id love Mercy, ay to wall humbly 


Hear ye the Rod, and who bath it 


the Wicked, and the ſcant Meaſure that is ? 

Shall I count them „ the wicked Balances, and 

with the Bag of deceitful Weights ? For the rich Men 

thereof are full of 'Violence, and the Inhabilants there- 

of bave ſpoken Lies, and their- Tongue is deceitful in 
' their Mouth. Therefore alſo will I make thee fick in 
ſmiting thee, in making thee; deſolate e of thy. Sint. 
See Micab vi. 8—13. 

Theſe Declarations ſhew. moſt evidently that frau- 
dulent Dealers, with falſe. Weights and Meaſures, 
have Reaſon to expect Puniſhment even in this 

World, when God is viſiting a Nau ier their 

Iniquities. 

Bur if th ſhall Word Puniſhment ; inthis Warld, 


| . 2 they ſhould know and — that the Hope of un- 


n (Prov. xi, 7.) and the, The 


will thy God ? The LORD's Voice crieth unto the 
City, and the Man of Viſdom fball ſee' thy _ 


" there — the Treaſures of Wickedneſi in the Houſe of 
abominable 


LORD 


i 


BW _ —_—_ — W forbidden” che If 


| Sacred Dutlarations, &c. 27 
1 bow-— to reſerve the uyaſt e the 
| os rye ar wn. 4 Pet. j. 9. | 
is yet Sort of Iniquiry to be taken | 
Notice of, as inconſiſtent with that juſt and righte- 
ous Manner of with others, which the cg 
Commandment obliges all Men to, viz. rr 
and Taking Bribes. - 

A Br1B is any Gift to another, to b 
cline him to do — — or 
to omit doing ſomething he ought to do. 

And the righteous God, to prevent all unj juſt Prac-- 


xxiii. 8. he has ſaid, Thou ſbalt tate 
no Gift: For the Gift blindeth the Wiſe, and pervert- 
eth the Words of the Righteous. It occaſions Perſons 
_ to form a wrong Judgment, or to give an — — | 
Sentence ina Cauſe, or topervert, or miſi 
Words of che Righteous, with whom they have — 
In Deut. xvi. 18, 19, 20. the Holy God ſaid to 
his People, Judges and Officers ſhale thou make thee 
in all thy Gates which the Lord thy God givath thee, 
throughout all thy Tribes : And they ſhall judge the- 
People with juſt Judgment. Thou not wreſt 
5 t ; thou ſhalt not reſpels Perſons, nei tber take" 
4 Gift: For 4 Gift doth blind the Eyes ef or | 
and pervert the Words (or Matters,” as the 
ſion is tranſlated in the Margin) of he. Righteous. 
bat which is altogether juſt ſhalt thou follow, that 
thou mayeſt live, and inberit the Land which the Lord 


thy God giveth thez. Which laſt Clauſe implies that | | 


by receiving Bribes, and not following that which is 

— 2 juſt, they would provoke God by ſome f 

Stroke of Judgment to cut ſhort their Lives. 
In Prov, xvii. 23. it is ſaid, A wicked Man 1aktth ; 


a Gift out of the Bojom (i. e. ſecretly) to pervert be 
* Ways of Judgment, ſignifying that he is a wicked e 


Man indeed that receiveth a Bribbe .. NF 
E 4 * 
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Thus wicked were Joel, and Abiab, the Sons of 

= „whom he made Judges over Jſrael, they. 

turned aſide after Lucre, and took Bribes, and mn 
verted Judgment, ſee 1 Sam. vüi. 1, 2, 3. 

And this Wickedneſs became general in the Days 
of the Prophet Iſaiab, ſee Iſa. i. 23, 24. where it is 
written, Every one loveth Gifts, and follaweth after. 
Rewards: they judge not the Fatherleſs, neither duotb 
the Cauſe of Ag Widow come unto them, - Therefore, 
thus ſaith the Lord, tbe Lord of Hoſts, the mighty-. 
one of Iſrael, Ab, I will eaſe me of mine Adee, 


aud avenge me of mine Enemies. 


This Declaration ſignifies, that | ſuch Hager, are 
Enemies to God, and that he will avenge himſelf 


of them; and that they have Reaſon to fear a De- 1 
8 ſtruction from the Almighty, when. he viſits a Na- 


tion for Sin. 
But gracious Promiſes are made to the Righteous, 


that ſhaketh bis Hands. from holding of Bribes, for it 


is ſaid, He ſball dwell on b;gh : His Place o Defence, 


Gall be the Munitian 0 F Rocks, Bread be given 
bim, bis Waters hull be ſure, Iſa. xxxiii. 15, 16. 
which Declarations import that altho* Perſons guilty. 
of Bribery are obnoxious to the Miſeries of a Day of 
God's Viſitation for Sin, yet that the Righteous, , 
who abhor the taking of Bribes, may hope for the 
divine Protection, and be provided for, and com- 
forted in Times of publick eee = 
Many Sins bring Guilt only on. ſingle Perſons, . 


but a BxIB E is an accurſed Thing, which pollutes 


two Perſons, and renders them both guilty, before 
God, and obnoxious to his Wrath, viz. the Giver 
and the Receiver of it, and the Nature of this Iniquity. 
ought to be known to all Men, and abhorred by all 1 
Men. And the Action of the Giver, and the 3 
Action of the Receiver as to its Signification- de- 


ſer ves ſerious N oticr. 5 
The 
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The Intention of a Ba iR is to prevail with the 
Receiver of it, to do ſomething in itſelf ſinful, as 
for a Judge to paſs an unrighteous Judgment on a 
Cauſe, or elſe to do ſomething, which the Receiver 
apprehended to be ſinful, _ therefore was unlaw- 
ful for him to do. 
In both theſe Caſes the Giver endeaygurs to cor- 
rupt the Receiver, and engage him to ſin againſt 
the holy God, to wound his own Soul, and expoſe 
himſelf o eternal Damnatiom; a dreadful Crime 
vile in its Nature, and deſtructive in its Conſequences, 
both to him that gives, and him that takes the 
Bribe. A ſad Matter to be conſidered by the Guilty; 
beſide the Injury which may be brought on others 
by Means of a prevailing Bribe. 2 
The Action of the Giver ſignifies that he is a 
Man of corrupt Principles, that he fears not God, 
has no Regard to his Glory, and the Pleaſing bim, 
nor to the Welfare and Salvation of the Soul of the 
Perſon whom he bribes; it ſignifies that he joins his 
Endeavours with the Devil's to ruin for ever the Per- 
ſon whom he has corrupted. | 
And the Action of the Receiver ignifies, that he 
is deſtitute of a right, and good Principle, that he 
has yielded to, and been overcome by che Tempta- 
tion, and that he has ſold the Favour of God, and 
his Soul, and Salvation for the Price of the Bribe he 
has received. 
[Theſe Remarks have a like . when a 
Bribè is given to prevail with any one not to do a 
Thing which the Law of God has made his Duty, 
or which he apprehends that God requires of him. 
Both the Givers, and Receivers of Bribes, are 
Men of very corrupt Minds; and without incere 
Repentance, and a thorough Reformation, they will 
never eſcape the Damnation of Hell, though they 
ſhauld be ſuffered fo Fa Puniſhmenc: in this "Tick | 
; +." Theſo 
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Theſe Things deſerve the ſerious Conſideration 
both of thoſe, who at Elemtions of Members to ſerve 
in Parliament, give Bribes to engage Votes, and of 
thoſe who receive them. J 


XIV. Perſons who bear falſe Witneſs ' againſt 
others are another Sort of Sinners who have juſt 
Reaſon to fear Puniſhment when God viſits a Nation 


Theſe are T rs of the ninth Command- 
ment, which ſays, Won ſhalt not bear falſe Witneſs 


againſt iby Neighbour, Exod. xx. 16. | 

The Prohibition is not limited to the bearing falſe 
. Witneſs againſt others on Trials in Courts of Judi- 
cature, altho* that is a moſt aggravated Kind of 
falſe Witneſs-Bearing, becauſe of the Oath taken 
by Witneſſes, wherein they appeal to God for the 
Truth of what they ſay falſely. But a Man's Re- 
putation, and Livelihood may be ruin'd by falſe 
Witneſſes that are never called before Magiſtrates. . 
A Man bears falſe Witneſs againſt his Neighbour, 
when he ſpeaks that of another, which he knows to 
be falſe; whether it be in a Way of Affirmation, or 
Negation; whether he affirms of another that he 
ſpoke ſuch Words, or did ſuch Things, which he 
knows he did not; or denies his having ſpoken 
Words, which himſelf heard, or his doing Things 
which to his Knowledge the other really did. 

All falſe Witneſſes are Liars, and all Liars Hall 
have their' Part in the Lake which burneth with Fire 
and Brimſtone, as it is ſaid in Rev. xxi. 8. | 

Wherefor: (faith St. Paul) putting away Lying, 
ſpeak: every Man Truth with his Neighbour : For we 
are Members one of another, Ephel. iv. 25. 


A faithful Witneſs will not lie: But a falſe Wit- 
neſs will utter Lies, it is faid Prov. xiv. 5. and Verſe 
25. atrue Witneſs delivereth Souls, but 4 deceitful 
Witgeſs /peaket b Lies. 8 
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In Prov. xix. 15, it is declared, He that et 
the Wicked, and be that condemneth the Tf, eve 
they both are Abomination to the Loy. 

The ſupreme Lawgiver ſays, Thou ſbalt not Wy 
'a falſe Report : Put not thine Hand with the Wicked 
to be an unri bieous Witneſs, Exod. xxüi. f. 

And in Prov. xix. 5. it is declared that, A fal 

Witneſs ſhall not be umpuniſbed, and be that ſpeatethb 
Lies ſball not eſcape. This Declaration ſhews, that 
theſe Sinners have Reaſon to expect Puniſhment in 

the Day of the Loa 's Viſitation for Sin. 
| The ſpeaking falſcly of others is a phenicious Prac- 
tice 3 and the doing ſo as Witneſſes in Courts of 
Judicature has brought innocent Perſons to ſuffer 
Death for Crimes they never committed, and others 
to looſe e were their juſt Pro- 

or to Reputation, a Bleſſing 
e valuable Ganrk.ihe 

They who are guilty of this cruel Iniquity do not 
deal towards others, as they would have others to 

deal with them. _ 
| They imitate their Father the Devil, who is the 

Atavfer of the Brethres, ſee: Rev, xii, 9, 20. 

And altho' they may for a while eſcape Puniſh - 
ment, the Day is coming when the righteous God 
will take Vengeance on them, when they ſhall nei- 
her bee, nor able'to bear his "Wrath. 


XV. Cree Baus are another Sott of 
Sinners marked by divine Threatnings for ſuffering 
Puniſhment: in the D of the 2 an 
for Sin. 

Theſe are Tranſgreſſors of the tenth 8 é 
ment, which ſays, Ton ſhalt not covet thy” Neigb- 
beur's Houſe, tbou ſhalt not covet thy Neighbour's 
Wife, nor bis Man-ſervant, nor bis Maid- ſervant, nor 
his Ox, nor his Aſs, nor- a 2 hand that 1s "IP . 
ra Exod. xx. 19. 6; 


This 
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| This Law: ſhews that it is ſinful to deſire any | 


Thing that is another's Property, and. appropriated 


to his own Uſe; becauſe the Things of another, 


uch he trades in, and has a Right to ſell, and 

which we have Occaſion for, we may defire: and 
— purchaſe; but appropriated Things we muſt 
not deſire; or covet. 

A ſtrong Deſire, . or Covering another Man's 
Houle, or Land, has prevailed with ſome-to murder 


the rightful Poſſeſſor, as was the Caſe when Abab 
coveted Naboth's Vineyard, 1 Kings xxi. or to uſe 


other unjuſt Methods to get the Poſſeſſion of it. 

Thus coveting another Man's Wife, has been fol- 
lowed with Adultery, and Murther; of which Da- 

vid was a ſad Inſtance, 

And the coveting the Servants of others, has in- 

fluenced ſome to uſc indirect, or diſhoneſt Means to 

vail with them to leave their Maſters. 

Aud the coveting of Money has led many to rob, 

ſteal, and commit Murder. So are the Ways of 

every one that is greedy of Gain : Which taketh away 

the Life of the Owners thereof, Prov. i. 19. 

The tenth Commandment. muſt be underſtood to 
forbid: all inordinate, or too ſlrong Deſires after 
worldly Things, or too much Love to Money: Be- 
cauſe ſuch Coveting is not only inconſiſtent with the 
Love we owe to God, and to our Neighbour, but 
leads on to many other Sins. | 

For (as St. Paul ſays) the Love of Money is the 


Root of all Evil: Which while ſome covet after, 


they have erred from the Faith, and pierced themſetves 

through with many Sorrows, 1 Tim. vi. 10. 
Here I would obſerve that a Man's Deſire of 
Money, or other worldly Things is certainly too, 
ſtrong, or is a ſinful Coveting, when for obtaining 
them, he will uſe unlawful Means, or neglect ſome 
Duty God requires of him; and likewiſe, when, for 
the Sake of increaſing his Riches, he will withhold 
Ms, 5 to 


Fi 
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to himſelf what God would have him to diſtribute 
for the Uſe and Benefit of others! 


Thus, if a Man for Lucre Sake will be guilty of 


Extortion, he is a covetous Man; or if inſtead of 


performing the religious Duties of the Sabbath, he 


will buy, or ſell on that holy Day, or if on other 


Days he will be ſo eager in his Purſuits after earthly 


Riches, as not to allow Time for the Worſhip of . 
God in his Family, and Cloſet, he is a covetous 


Man : And likewiſe if he will not expend in the 


Maintenance of his Family, and Education of his 


Children, fo much as according to his Rank in the 


World, and his Riches, ought to be expended, he 


is a covetous Man; and if he will not diſtribute in 
Acts of Charity, according to his Abilities, and the 
Occaſions, which call for his Aſſiſtance, he may 
Juſtly be thought a covetous Man. 

And ſuch covetous Perſons certainly do love their 
Money, more than they love their God; for they 
who do not deſire, and endeavour to Fi God, 
cannot be truly ſaid to love him ; and of thoſe, who 
wilfully fin againſt God in their way of getting, or of 


keeping Money, it cannot be juſtly ſaid they deſire, 


and endeavour. to pleaſe him. | 

The covetous, the Lord abborretb, Pſal. x. 3. 

In Prov. xxviii. 16. it is ſaid, He that bateth Co- 
velouſneſs ſhall prolong his Days, which implies that 
hy who loveth Covetouſneſs, is like to ſhorten his 

Jays. ENT . 

In 1. lvii. 17. The Lozp ſaid of his People, 
For the Iniquity of bis Covetouſneſs was Pwroth, and 
ſmote bim. Hence it is very evident, that in Ages 
paſt, God inflifted deſtroying- Judgments on his 

eople for their Covetouſneſs. And therefore cove- 
tous Perſons have Reaſon, to be afraid of his Judg- 


ments in the Day that he viſits a Land for Sin. 
It was a ſad Complaint which God made of his 
People in Ezek. xxiii. 31. where he ſays to the Pro» 


phet 
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2 concerning them, They come unto thee,- as the 

eople cometh, and they fit before thee as my People, 

hes ha thy Wards but they will not do them : 

Fer their Heart goeth after their Covetouſneſs. 7 ꝗ— 

is, altho'. they 815 Love, and Obedience to God, 

and attend the ſolemn Aſſemblies to hear the Words 

of the Lord delivered by his Prophet, yet they will 

not do them; their ſtrongeſt, and prevailing Affec- 

tions, being after Riches and other worldly Things, 
the Objects of their Covetouſneſs. 

Their Riches, and other earthly Things, are the 
Idols of their Hearts: therefore, Covetouſneſs is de- 
clared to be Idolatry in Col. iii. 5. where Chriſtians 
are commanded to mortify ——inordinate Mett ions, 
evil Concupiſence, and Covetouſcneſs, which is Laolatry. 

In Epbeſ. v. 5. it is declared, That no Whore-, 
monger, nor unclean Perſon, nor covetous Man, who 
is an Idolater, hath any Inheritance in the Kingdom . 
c, and of Gad. 

from this Declaraties, that i it is red 
by 5 righteous Governour of the World, that co- 
velous Perſons ſhall not be admitted ro partake of 
the Joys, and Happineſs of the Kingdom of Chriſt, 
and of God: And this implies that they will be ſent 
r into endleſs Miſeries in the next Won, and that 
they are liable to deſtroying Judgments in this, when 
God proceeds in viſiting a Nation for Sin. 
The Covetous, inſtead of looking to, and relying 
on the Lord, place à Confidence in their Wealth, 
The rich Man's Wealth, is bis ſtrong City, and as an 
 bigh Wall in bis own Conteit ; as it is ſaid in Prov.. 
xviii. 11. But let ſuch know. and conſider thoſe De- 
1 clarations recorded in Prov. xi. 4. Viz. Riches praſt 
=” not in the Day of Wrath; and Verſe 28. He that 
TI truſtetb in Riches ſhall fall. | 
* Thus ſaith the LogDd —— Let not the rich Man | 
0 0 Racker, Jer. ix. 23. * | 
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In Fer. xv. 13. God ſays to the Wicked among 
tis is Perles Thy Subſtance, and thy Treaſures will I 
give 10:the Spoil without Price, and that for 'all thy 
5 even in all thy Borders, Jer. xv. 13. See 


xvii. 3. 

\ Theſe Declarations plfinly ſhew that-the N 
3 they who will go on in diſobeying the Com- 
mandments of the Lord, have Reaſon to be afraid, 
when he is riſen out of his Place to puniſh wicked 
Nations. 

T have now conſidered the Principal Sorts of Per- 
ſons, Tranſgreſſors of one or other of the ten Com- 
mandments, againſt whom the holy God has de- 
nounced his awful Threatnings,” © 
A righteous Nation, a holy City, whoſe Inhabi- 
rants know, and love, and ſerve the Lord, and 
make it their Practice to all his Precepts, have 
10 Cauſe to be afraid, e Ground for 

Comfort, and Joy on the' Account of the manifold 

- Promiſes of Bleſſings in this World, and of ever- 

laſting Felicity in the next, which are made to the 
eous. _ 

But if the Inhabitants of a City, or Country, 
have revolted from God, if the Generality of them 
have caſt off the Fear of the Almi ghty, and have 
long been regardleſs of his Authotity, arid Laws, 
and have gone” on ſtubbernly in wicked Ways, and 
remain incorrigible, notwithſtanding the Obligations 
of multiplied Bleſſings, notwithſtanding the Patience, 
and long Forbearance of God, notwithſtanding the 
divers Threatnings, and the Feeling of leſſer Judg- 
ments, they have then the ſtrongeſt Reaſons to ex- 


pect that the righteous God will proceed in viſitin 
| thenr for Sh. and pour our the, lals of his W 
upon them. n 


1 "ſhall now conclude theſe Papers 
dreſs tothe lnhabitarits'of London, We minor, and 4 
2 the other Parts r : ; "i 
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Sacred Declarations, &c. 
I need not tell you that Infidelity, and Profane- 
9 that a Contempt, and Deriſion of the divine 
_ Providence, and the holy Scriptures, are crying 
Sins among us; nor that keeping holy the Sabbath- 
Day, and a due Attendance on the publick 
Worſhip of God are generally neglected; nor that 
our Cities and Country have long been polluted \ 
with all Sorts of Immoralities; neither need I fay 
to vou that the holy God has ſhewn himſelf angry 
with us, by a Series of awful Judgments, tho' ſome 
of them thro? his abundant Mercy have beea taken a 
away | 
Ang ſurely I need not ſay to you that Iniquities 
mill abound among us, that Provocations of al- 
mighty Wrath are ſtill committed, and that there 
appears very little of Reformation; neither need 1 
Wo that the Tokens of God's A do ſtill ſub- 
The. great God has: given us Warning afier F 
Warning, and Stroke after Stroke, and then ceaſed” 
awhile, and waited to ſee whether dye will conſider - 
our evil Ways, and repent of our Sins, and return 
8 unto him; he has waited, and ſtill waits that he 
n may be gracious to us; that he may, conſiſtent with 
the Honour of his Government, with the Glory of 
a his Name, forgive our Sins, and be reconciled unto - 8 
us, and blefs us. But the Reconciliation is not . 
yet brought about; No, for we ſtubbornly perſiſt 
| in our Rebellion againſt him: And it is too evident 
3 „e that his Hand is {till ſtretched out 
inſt us. | 
Wiajs it not that holy God who is of purer Be b 
than to behold n without Abhorrence, and 
Without being incenſed againſt the wilful . 3 
fors of his Laws ? Was it not he who permitted our . 
A to draw the Sword, and from a Number, 
ll, at firſt, to increaſe into a Multitude, and to 


1 arch thro? he Hear of our Ca. and to ap- 
1 proach 
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s of all true Proteſtants, and faithſul Subjects 


of ur gracious Sovereign wich a Dread of the Con- 


ſequences, if he had not by his Influence turned them 
back by the Way that they came, and afterwards 


Antirely ſubdued, them? Was it not he, who ſent the 


mortal Sickneſs among our Cattle ? and who has been 
thro' a Courſe of ſeveral Years deſtroying them] and 


and does he not awfully proceed, in the Way of his 
Anger, by ſmiting the Beaſts of the Fiold ſtill with 


1 and Death, in divers Parts of the Country? 
Ptay confider, That Deſtruction of Cattie is one f 
iS 3. and that this ſtill ſas- 


| God 8 ee Judgmen 
ſiſts in the Land; and that Earthquakes are another 
Sort of them, very terrible: And let us keep in 


Remembrance how the Almighty has once and 


again very lately made the Earth to tremble under 
theſe great Cities; and has violently ſhaken the 


Houſes of the Inhabitants over them; and that the 
divine Power might either have cauſed the Earth io 
open and ſwallow. up the Buildings, and all the 


living Creatures that are upon it, or elſe without” e 


Opening of the Earth might have ſhattered, 0 

thrown down even the ſtrongeſt Edifices, and have 
cruſhed to Death thoſe who dwell in them; and who. 
can tell what, or how many of his other e | 


will be executed among us, or how ſoon! 


I entreat you to read again, and again, ntfs" 


volve in your Minds what has been offered to your 
Thoughts in the foregoing Papers. 


Let every one faithfully examine himſelf, ar | 


conſider whether he is not of one or other. of the 


SogTs of Perſons whom God has threatened, not 


only with everlaſting Torments in the future State, 


but with Miſeries, with Diſtreſs, and Deſtruction 
even in this World, when he viſits Cities, and Na- 


tions for their Sins. 


27 
e near this our Metropolis, as to fill the 


thewing that he can as eaſily deſtroy our Perſons! % 


2 "Ya | 
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If you compare your Lives with the holy Lows | 
of God, your Conſciences will tell you, whether 
ou are among the miſerable Objects of the divine 

hreatnings. 
And is this your Caſe! I muſt then tell you, that 
you are under a dreadful-Sentence of Condemnation, 
For hitherto you have not repented of Fs Sn. 
nor believed on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

In Jobs iii. 18, 19. it is thus declared, viz. He 
that believeth not is condemned already, becauſe he hath 
not believed on the Name of the only begotten Son 7 

. God. And this is the Condemnation, bat Light ts 
come into th World, and Men loved Darkneſs: rather 
 . than Light, becauſe their- Deeds were. evil." 
O © how deplorable is your Condition! in being 
Enemies to God by your wicked Works, in bein 
the Servants, of Sin, and Satan? How deplorable, f a 
ſay, is your Condition, whatever be your worldly 
Honours, Riches, and Poſſeſſions, or Eminency for 
Learning! Know. qe not. that to whom: ye yield your- 
ſelves Servants to obey, bis Servants ye are, to whom 
ye obey, whether of Sin unto Death, or of Obedience 
unto Righteouſneſs ! Rom. vi. 16. 
How lamentable is your Caſe in your being Ob- 
jects of the divine Anger! For God is angry with 
the Wicked every Day, (Pſal. vii. 11.) He is fo 
| continually ; and how wretched are you, in your 
being obnoxious: to all the Miſeries threatned to be 
inflicted in this Life] and in being liable to a | ſpeedy 

Death, and to the Pains of Hell for ever! 

And what Comfort, what Peace can you have i in 
your preſent State? There is no Peace, faith my Ges, 
to the Wicked, Iſai. Ivii 21; 
What have you to yield unto your Souls a ratio- 

nal, a ſincere Conſolation! Have you ſtately Houſes, 
rich Furniture, large Eſtates, and * 3 
yet theſe do not ſatisf/ ou. 3 | 
4 * 3% I 


3 
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- You ſeek after Pleaſure, and Joy in ſenſual En- 
tertainments; your Ears are delighted with exquiſite 

Muſick ; your Eyes are pleaſed with a vait Variety 
of the agreeable Objects of Sight! Numberleſs are 
the Recreations, and Amuſements, which human In- 


vention has contrived to take up your Time. 


But theſe Things do not fatisfy you ! you are at 
grow Expences, and often take great Pains'; you. 
A your Bodies, and prejudice your Health in 
Purſuits of Objects, to gratify one or other of your 
bodily Senſes. | 

And in the midſt ſof your higheſt Enjoyments, | 


you ſtill find ſomething wanting to give your Minds 


ſatisfying Joy! you have not yet found Reſt for 


| your Souls! 


And all the while that you have an Affluence of 
worldly Things, you are wretched Creatures. The 
Curſe'of God is ypon you ! you are liable to a Variety 
of Diſtempers, .to the Gout, to the Stone, and. to a 
thouſand other bodily Diſcaſes; to Melancholy, to De- 
ſpair; and you are obnoxious to Enemies, to Shame, 


and to a Diverſity of Afflictions, which you cannot 


comprehend, and liable to everlaſtin 8 Torment in 


the next World. 


But I may add, that altho your preſent Condi- 
tion is bad beyond Conception, yet you may be de- 
livered from it! There is a ſure Way to Safety, 
Comfort, and Happineſs, both in this World, and 
in that to which you are going. Read again, and 
ponder in your Thoughts what has been propoſed 
to your Conſideration in my former Letter, Pag. 28, 
29, Sc. for the Encouragement of your Hope and 
Joy in following the Directions of the Goſpel. 

Repent of your Sins, and believe in the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt and all your Iniquities will be forgiven 

ou. Our good God, tho” you have provoked him 
imes and Ways without Number, will then be 
reconciled to 45 ; and your eternal Salvation, and 
| | __ Happineſs 
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/ Hind Declarations,” &. 
Happineſs through the crucified, the riſen, the ex- 
alred and blende Jesus will be ſufte. 
O become ſincere Diſciples of the crucified, 
and rifen Jeſus! take him for your Saviour, and” 
Prince! for your Maſter, and Lord! and truſt in 
him, and in him alone, for a compleat Salvation 
from all your Sins, as well. as from the everlaſting 
Puniſhment” due unto you for them! Truſt in him 
alone for Holineſs, and Happineſs ; for Grace to 
encline, and enable you to lead holy Lives accord-. 
ing to the Will of God. 5 
Then will you find thoſe rational Pleaſures, thoſe 
ſincere Comforts, and that ſolid Peace and Reſt 
for your Souls, which you never knew before! then 
will you know the Difference between the Pleaſures 
of Sin, and the Conſolations which the Goſpel ad- 
| miniſters to penitent, and believing Sinners! then, | 
you will aeſpiſe, and abhor your former carnal, and 
ſenſual Delights, and find that Satisfaction in the 
Service, and Enjoyment of God, which you Would 5 | 
not part with for ten thouſand; Worlds. This has ñ⁶ſ 
been the Experience of thoſe who. formerly pt ati 
the like Sins, and purſued and enjoyetl the fame 
ſenſual Pleaſures as yourſelves, but ſince have been 
truly converted, and haye accepted of Chriſt, and 
Joined cheruſelves to the Lord in his gracious Cove- 
nant,” and walk cloſely with him in the Way of 
Holineſs, and known by Experience that the Plea- 
ſures of a religious holy Life, are inexpreſſibly 
greater than thoſe of Sin. 
And O that it may pleaſe the God of all Grace, 
by the mighty working of his holy Spirit, to put itt. 
into your Hearts ſincerely thus to exprels 1 ves 
unto him, viz. 
0 O holy, and moſt" eitel God I am now 
* convinced that I have long been a vile, ſinful, 
« ouilty, and a rebellious Creature againſt Thee 
4 — IE, and dreadful De- 
5 * pravity 


n af” | * *, 


_ „ as 4, * 
ee 
* 


e ase SE = i : 
4* in my Nature and 4 ſtrong an 
ug Bias on my Wil and Aﬀe@ions6 Thin Ft 
Cy deere thy Eaws f and that L Hate == 25 
rſuing Objects. unbecoming the Deſires; a 
Fought to cheriſh ! Lam now convitieedt 
« want 2 Saviour | and chat I muſt Sf 
ever Without one gg ne 
am now cotiyinced” that thy <>ly"begott * = 
et and well-beloved Son, the bleſſed-Jeſus, is the! 
„ Saviour, and I thankfully accept of Ur my? 
2 e as my great. Fropter re, 
4 c 2 
Falch is thy Gift | Lond. bet hs Wy - == 
« Gift on me in a ue mn and qwächenn 
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55 'F now renounce all ny Sins Fare e ee = 
4 10 er Thee, be thine in the everlaſting Coe. = — "= 
_ nan; and to be inſtructed, inclined? ard San Ea 
| Ways to live according to che Engagetnents * 
N 1 it. "4 


«'O'pardon all my Sing? be Thou my tele — 
« God, my Lord, my Lawgiver, and my Fortenn 
* now henceforth, and for ever! Amen, for the 
« Sake of Chriſt Jeſus my Advocate, and Redeemer. "=" 
« Amen.” _— 
Thus be you iled with to . of Chriſt, 3 
3 and devote yourk Wers od; and teſtify the Since. © 
y rity of your Faith in , and thie Liorightneb of = 
. your Hearts, by a conſtant Attendance on the pub: 
jk Worſhip of God, and a conſcientious Obedience e 
to all his Commandments, "= | 5 
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8 fely propoſe to the 
| Wi. Gree! Brita: 
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25 4 Providents of Gods but! will 
that God, id the Time of his awful Viſitation 9j 9 
| - and Countries for Sin, will make a Difference i - 
Fs © 'Deakings-wich the- Righteous, and the Wicked. 
? * See a. ni. 10, 11. Say ye 10 the-Righteons that "ol 
Fall be well with him: For they ſoall eat the Fruit of 
4, *- their Doings, We into the Wicked, it ſhall be 75 
with him: For the Reward of his Hands foal * 
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